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Approved Minutes 
South Florida Ecosystem Restoration 

Working Group Meeting 
Marco Island, FL 

May 23, 2001 
Welcome and Introductions 
Wayne Daltry called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM.  Agenda (Enclosure 1) ratified and draft March 
minutes (Enclosure 2) introduced for approval the following morning.  The dinner in honor of Steve 
Forsythe will take place immediately following the Working Group meeting.  He recognized Ernie Barnett 
who is the recipient of a 2001 National Wetlands Award (Outstanding Wetlands Program Development 
Category) sponsored by the Environmental Law Institute.   
 

Working Group Members May 23 May 24 Alternates 
Aller, Chuck - FL Dept of Agriculture and Consumer Services - - John Folks ? 
Barnett, Ernie – FL Dept of Environmental Protection − − John Outland 
Best, Ronnie – USGS √ √  
Bradford, Mark – Bureau of Indian Affairs − −  
Brad Brown – NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service √ √  
Billy Causey - NOAA, FL Keys Nat'l Marine Sanctuary − − Gary Lytton 
Wayne Daltry - Southwest FL Regional Planning Council √ √  
Frank Duke – Palm Beach County Planning − − Isaac Hoyos 
Gene Duncan - Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of FL − −  
Gary Evink - FL Dept. of Transportation − −  
Frank Finch – South Florida Water Management District  − √ Naomi Duerr 
Maureen Finnerty – National Park Service √ √  
Steve Forsythe – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service √ √  
Michael Goldstein – Gunster, Yoakely, Valdes-Fauli & Stewart  - - Sue Alspach 
George Hadley – U.S. Dept of Transportation − −  
Thaddeus Hamilton - U.S. Department of Agriculture √ √  
Richard Harvey - Environmental Protection Agency √ √  
Vacancy - U.S.G.S. - Water Resources Division − − Carl Goodwin 
Ronald Jones – Southeast Environmental Research Center √ √  
Barbara Junge – U.S. Attorney's Office √ √  
Krist ina Katsaros - NOAA – AOML − −  
Toy Keller – Department of Community Affairs √ √  
Neal McAliley – U.S. Dept. of Justice √ √  
COL Greg May - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers − − Mike Ornella Day 1 

Mike Magley Day 2 
Mary Ann Poole - Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission 

√ √  

Fred Rapach – Palm Beach County Water Utilities Dept √ √  
Terry Rice – Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida − − ? 
Rick Smith - Office of the Governor of Florida √ √  
Ron Smola - U.S. Department of Agriculture √ √  
Steve Somerville - Broward County Department of Natural Resource 
Protection 

− − Patti Webster 

Craig Tepper, Seminole Tribe of Florida √ − Patty Power 
Bonnie Kranzer, Special Advisor √ √  
Rock Salt, Special Advisor √ − Kevin Burger 

 
Get The Water Right 
Mike Ornella provided a Power Point Presentation (Enclosure 3) reviewing the Corps efforts in SW 
Florida.  Tamiami Trail Culverts project with the SFWMD as the local sponsor underway, total cost is 
$7,678,122.  Phase I of the Southern Crew project is complete.  Completion scheduled for December 2003 
at a total cost of $12,097,318.  Design of the Lake Trafford project is 90% complete, total cost will be 
$17,564,552 completion of construction expected for December 2004. 
 
Southern Golden Gates Estates a $137 million project was formerly a Critical Project.  PMP approved and 
the PIR is being fast tracked to make WRDA 2002 submission.  Completion targeted for 2006.  C43 - Basin 
Storage Reservoir completion scheduled for September 2001.  Construction schedule being re-viewed and 
the PIR on target for 2003.  Design Agreement being coordinated for the Lakes Park Restoration, a Lee 
County sponsored project with a total cost of $5,166,000.  Design Agreement is also being coordinated on 
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the Henderson Creek/Belle Meade project, Florida DEP is the local sponsor and total project cost is 
$4,805,000.  Mike Ornella reported that workshops have been held and the yellow book has not yet been 
updated with the CERP implementation schedule.  Corps to provide an executive summary of the 
Implementation Schedule to the Working Group at the next meeting. 
 
RECOVER 
John Ogden presented the draft Partnership Agreement (Enclosure 4) for agencies participating on 
RECOVER.  Document drafted by the RECOVER Team and reviewed by the District and the Corps is 
being brought before the Working Group for information only at this time. 
 
Monitoring Assessment Plan – Frank Finch and COL May requested a formal response but only three 
agencies submitted formal comments.  Technical comments will be reviewed and two or more workshops 
will be held to address those comments.  Working Group member agencies asked to provide comments. 
 
CERP Report Card – Process to create the annual report card is underway.  Public workshop scheduled for 
June 6 at the Ft. Lauderdale Field Station. 
 
Minimum Flows and Levels/Assurances  
Naomi Duerr briefed the Working Group on the current status of the MFLs rulemaking for the Water 
Conservation Areas.  MFLs are being identified for five separate water bodies (Lake Okeechobee, 
Everglades, Caloosahatchee, Biscayne Aquifer and Lower West Coast Aquifers).  The MFL Rule has been 
published in the Florida Administrative Weekly, comments were received and final public hearing held on 
April 17, 2001.  Governing Board briefed in May 2001 and they are expected to consider adopting the Rule 
at the June 2001 meeting.  The rules would then go into effect September 2001 barring any challenges.  
Starting to see some harm as the saltwater line moves up into the estuaries because of the drought.   The 
environment is used to a regime and any excessive condition (flooding and drought) can be harmful.  It is 
hoped that the natural hydroperiod situations will be mimicked as the minimum flows and levels are refined 
through the years.  Ernie Barnett added the reservation issue, is a better example to get to natural cycles, it 
was envisioned that new water would be rainfall driven.  He added that it is fundamental that as the PIRs 
are developed the natural system is restored first and foremost and the water related needs of the region are 
met. 
 
Programmatic Regulations 
Stu Appelbaum presented a Power Point presentation (Enclosure 5a) and reviewed section 601 (h) of 
WRDA 2000 (Enclosure 5 b).  Assurances broken into four parts: 
1. Agreement between the President and the Governor (no specific date) but, construction funds cannot 

be allocated until there is an agreement. 
2. Secretary of the Army has until December 2002 for promulgation of those Programmatic Regulations. 
3. Project Specific Assurances  

• PIRs - quantifying the amount of water to be made available and reserved for the natural 
system. 

• PCAs – legal mechanism between the Corps and the non federal sponsor that must be signed 
prior to project construction. 

• Operating Manuals – manuals that are put forth how the project and features are operated, 
regulation schedules, features. 

4. Savings Clause – not harming existing water users, maintaining flood protection as of the date of 
enactment of WRDA and rights of the Seminole Tribe with regards to the Compact between the Tribe 
and the SFWMD. 

 
Legislation requires that a statement be received from the Governor and the Secretary of Interior either 
concurring or non-concurring with the Programmatic Regulations.  If either of these two entities has a non 
concurrence, the statement must detail the reasons.  If the statement is not received within the 180 days, 
then it is deemed that the requirements for concurrency are met.  PIRs that are approved prior to the 
issuance of the Programmatic Regulations must be consistent with the Plan.  The Preamble needs to include 
a statement concerning the consistency of those PIRs.  These Programmatic Regulations need to be 
reviewed every five years.  He reviewed the process and schedule (Enclosure c) for developing the 
Programmatic Regulations.  The Working Group and Task Force will be briefed on a regular basis.  An 
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outline of the Regulation will be developed by the end of July 2001.  The target date for publishing of the 
Final Programmatic Regulations in the Federal Register is December 1, 2002.  Stu Appelbaum noted that it 
will be hard to get through the process if there is no consensus.  He reviewed the Draft Guiding Principles 
(Enclosure 5 d) dated May 15, 2001.  The Programmatic Regulations will not establish specific quantities 
of water (which is the function of the PIRs) but rather establish processes.  The requirement is that the PIR 
lays out the water to be captured by the Plan.  PIR is the technical study that will get the answer.  Maureen 
Finnerty said the critical component is the interim goals.  She noted the Senate Report Language states the 
Federal and State partners should establish interim goals, restoration standards to provide a means by which 
the success of the plan could be evaluated.  Stu Appelbaum stated he was aware of the Senate report 
language and noted there are divergent views on this.  Rock Salt stated the interim goals begin to set the 
expectations and he hoped everyone would stay open on this issue.  Interim goals would allow everyone to 
stay focused on what they expect from the plan.  Fred Rapach stated he had no problem with establishing a 
process to establish a goal for the complete success of CERP.  Stu Appelbaum reiterated there are divergent 
views and this issue needs to be worked on further. 
 
ASR Team Update 
Richard Harvey reported the team met twice with participation from a lot of the same folks participating on 
the Project Development Team and a wider variety of participants is needed.  Team is trying to reach 
consensus on what the Working Group expectations are as well as trying to identify those issues that may 
not be otherwise addressed.  Team conducted a side by side comparison of the current Program 
Management Plans with the Issue Team Report and CROGEE Report recommendations.  Team concluded 
it is comfortable with the direction of the PMPs with the exception of the regional science issues.  It was 
recognized that the PMPs for the pilot projects were never intended to address ASR Regional Science types 
of questions.  However, the SFWMD and the Corps have convened a new PDT to work on a Project 
Management Plan to address those regional science issues.  Richard Harvey noted there was a lot of 
confusion during the Legislative session regarding EPA’s attitude about the ASR process.  He provided a 
Correspondence Package (Enclosure 6). 
 
COL Rice asked about the purpose of the Legislation.  Ernie Barnett clarified the state law was trying to set 
up a new regulatory program within the framework of the Clean Water Act that would allow DEP to have a 
state regulation that would regulate these programs that would be subject to EPA review and approval.  The 
Bill had more monitoring and stringent requirements than the current UIC program requires.  Although this 
was not required, decisions were made to codify it in statute.  It was primarily unsuccessful because of 
fears that it was being implemented too broadly.  Richard Harvey added this is a Section 120, Chapter 403 
variance and under the current state laws they would be unable to grant a variance to a federally regulated 
program.  Richard Harvey stated there is a lot of misinformation out there and it may be one of the primary 
purposes of this Issue Team to set the record straight.  Rock Salt noted the CROGEE sent a letter to the 
editor disagreeing with an article in the Miami Herald which implied the CROGEE had taken a position on 
ASR.  Rock Salt asked if members of the Issue Team had concerns with the way the Corps and the District 
are proceeding on ASR right now.  Richard Harvey stated there are folks on the Issue Team that are 
concerned the PDT process is being run by the District and the Corps. 
 
Fred Rapach presented the draft Charter (Enclosure 7) for a first reading.  The team will go beyond looking 
at the project specific issues.  The purpose of the team is to periodically review and monitor the progress 
and the direction of the CERP ASR Project Delivery Team looking at the pilot projects, regional study, and 
the resolution of those issues raised in the Issue Team and CROGEE reports.  Team will provide status 
reports to the Working Group.  Action: WG asked to provide comments by June 1 st , charter will be 
scheduled for approval at the July meeting. 
 
Water Shortage Update 
Naomi Duerr noted the year 2000 has been the second driest year on record.  Driest areas have been the 
area north of Lake Okeechobee and southwest of Lake Okeechobee.  It is projected that conditions will 
continue through to July and then improve, however, impacts will linger.  The majority of the water supply 
comes from the wells, WCA’s (secondary source) and Lake Okeechobee (backup or third source).  Water 
levels for Biscayne aquifer dropping drastically and all WCAs are currently near or below “floor” 
elevations.  Lake Okeechobee is at an all time low and is projected to continue dropping down to 7 feet.  
There has been significant impact to potable water supply for those cities that take their water directly out 
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of the lake.  Agriculture, wading birds, navigation and recreation have also been impacted.  The drought 
provided the opportunity to start some environmental enhancement projects (ie, planting of bulrush, native 
trees and the removal of organic berm) and the Lake Istokpoga drawdown project has been accelerated.   
Richard Harvey noted that if the drought continues into next year, the salt water intrusion in the Lower East 
Coast wellfield will be problematic.  EPA is currently working with DEP to possibly use wastewater that is 
currently discharged into deep injection wells back into the canals to help prevent intrusion.  This would 
require a federal delegated permit and the process is complicated and folks need to anticipate whether or 
not they will need it.  Naomi stated that putting reclaimed water into the canals is one of the District’s 
preferred options of implementing re -use. 
 
Fred Rapach commented on the level of seriousness that is being discussed and ways to utilize existing 
water sources.  He pointed out the Wacodahatchee Wetlands System, the L-30 canal, water that has been 
treated and gone through wetland the systems.  An excess of 1- 2 million gallons of water could be 
available by using that system.  In addition, the Palm Beach Aggregates Reservoir has billions of gallons of 
water available to be discharged into a Class I water body, yet DEP is reluctant to authorize that release.  
He urged those agencies involved to cooperate. 
  
Goal 3 Steering Committee Update 
Linda Friar reported the team has met and has discussed how achievements will be measured and how 
appropriate targets will be defined for inclusion in the next Strategy document.  Next team meeting is 
scheduled for May 24, 2001 at Rookery Bay. 
 
Land Acquisition Issue Team Update 
Allyn Childress presented the Land Acquisition Plan Outline (Enclosure 8).  The report will have three 
main sections: acquired lands; needed lands (active programs);  and potential lands (those identified by the 
various agencies that have not gone through an official process) including CERP and non-CERP lands.  An 
appendix with project sheets will also be developed with a summary matrix and map.  A secondary 
appendix will reflect those lands under acquisition programs without a federal interest (financially).  Sue 
Alspach stated the footprint for CERP projects will not be finalized until the PIR is done.  She asked how 
the CERP lands would be identified.  Allyn clarified the document will contain the information currently 
available.  Joan Lawrence added this document will contain the best information available at the time and it 
would have to be updated. 
 
East Everglades Update 
Allyn Childress presented the update (Enclosure 9) noting 1,300 additional acres have been acquired.  
Maureen Finnerty commended the Department of Justice for their help.  Barbara Junge noted there has 
been a high settlement rate and another 100 cases have been settled. 
 
MSRP/MERIT Update 
Dawn Jennings provided a Power Point presentation (Enclosure 10) the process for implementing the 
Recovery Plan.  The Multi-Species Ecosystem Recovery Implementation Team has been established to 
develop an implementation schedule which is required by the ESA.  Three subteams have been created to 
focus on specific issues (landscape, species/communities and conservation).  The information developed 
from the subteams will enable the development of the overall strategy.  MERIT has pulled together the 
Florida Panther Subteam to produce a landscape conservation plan for the Florida Panther.  
 
Florida Panther Presentation 
Randy Kautz provided a status update of the work done to date by the Panther Subteam which was created 
in February 2000.  Team has attempted to identify a primary zone of habitat for the Florida Panther which 
are those areas that are essential to the survival of the species.  Secondary zones are those areas needed to 
support the primary zones.  Findings identify forests as key panther habitat and two maps were developed 
and presented to the Working Group showing the primary and secondary zones as well as the landscape 
linkage.  Maureen Finnerty requested the addition of Sonny Bass from ENP to the team. 
 
Biscayne Bay Partnership Initiative 
Jim Murley noted the Partnership Initiative was created by the Florida Legislature in 1999 and funded by 
both the Legislature and the SFWMD.  Policy Development Committee Report (Enclosure 11 a) and the 
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Survey Team Report (Enclosure 11 b) were submitted to the Legislature in January 2001.  Currently $6 
million in the budget to implement the recommendations outlined in the report.  The money will be 
administered by DEP and others, much of which will be used for land acquisition.  The Management Team 
and Policy Team suggested the Working Group create a Biscayne Bay Watershed Team to continue to 
move this effort forward. 
 
Biscayne Bay Watershed Team Directive 
Allyn Childress presented the draft team directive (Enclosure 12) for a first reading.  Deliverables include 
an Annual Update to track how this initiative helps move things along as well an Action Plan.  Membership 
will be different as recommended by the BBPI and will include representatives from the various user 
groups.  John Folks noted there are protocols in place for dealing with non governmental representatives 
serving on teams.  Neal McAliley clarified that a specific finding is needed to have non Working Group 
member representatives on a team.  Brad Brown suggested Neal McAliley assist in revising this document 
so that it is consistent with the protocols.  Follow-up: Working Group asked to provide comments to 
Allyn by June 1 st with approval scheduled for July meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
April Gromnicki (Audubon of Florida) stated she hoped the Programmatic Regulations did the job they are 
intended to do.  She added that interim goals are needed.  She urged folks to start working on the agreement 
between the President and the Governor so that it will get done concurrently with the process.  She also 
wished Sue Alspach and Steve Forsythe well and encouraged them both to join their local chapter of 
Audubon. 
  
Brenda Lee Chalifour (self, Dania Beach and Save Our Shoreline, Inc.) stated the Everglades funding 
issues was not handled well and encouraged everyone to educate their Legislators.  She announced that 22 
acres are about to be lost due to the expansion of Ft. Lauderdale Airport.  She also pointed to the severe 
beach erosion that is taking place and it is unacceptable to see bulldozers on the beach, she hoped DEP 
would address this issue. 
 
Mike Richardson (First National Bank of Homestead) said he found it difficult to participate in the 
Biscayne Bay Initiative because of their meeting schedule.  Encouraged everyone to review the two 
minority reports from the Marine Industry which are included in the BBPI reports.  They state that they too 
felt outnumbered by the government organizations and found it difficult to participate because of the 
meeting schedule.  He urged the Working Group to expand the representation by public sector since many 
others that will be impacted by what happens to Biscayne Bay. 
 
Patti Webster stated the Florida Forever, while it is a state program, is about partnerships to better leverage 
money to accomplish mutual goals and has been negatively impacted by the Legislative decision this year.  
She suggested the Working Group send a resolution recommending the program be supported at its historic 
funding levels. 
 
Rick Smith clarified that the funding level is the same and $75 million was taken from unspent balances 
which had been carried over for several years with the understanding that the money is to be paid back the 
following year. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:00PM. 
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Approved Minutes 
South Florida Ecosystem Restoration 

Working Group Meeting 
Marco Island, FL 

May 24, 2001 
 
Welcome and Administrative Announcements 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 AM.  March meeting minutes approved as amended to reflect Richard 
Harvey was present on the second day. 
 
SCT Update 
Ronnie Best provided a University of Florida publication (Enclosure 13) and noted the excellent review of 
the Science Conference.  John Ogden noted that one of the SCT priorities is to look at flows.  SCT is 
concerned that what is known about the role of flow is not organized and presented in a way that is useful 
for use by those folks working on Modified Water Deliveries and Phase I projects of the CERP>  An ad 
hoc team will be pulling together all that is known both physically and ecologically.  It is hoped that the 
Project Teams will have all the necessary information on the role of flow to help influence the design of 
some of these projects.  A draft report will be brought before the SCT and WG by the next meeting.  
Ronnie Best requested 1 ½ hours on the next agenda to discuss Biscayne Bay science issues.  Sue Alspach 
suggested focusing on those issues that need resolution and those where the Working Group could help. 
 
CROGEE 
Brad Brown reported the group met in conjunction with the Florida Bay Symposium and had a joint 
discussion with Florida Bay Review Team.  Team looked at CERP issues in Florida and this served as a 
first step.  John Ogden added the CROGEE will be providing a second report on the environmental 
indicators used in south Florida. 
 
Big Cypress Basin Science Plan 
Gary Lytton provided an update (Enclosure 14) and described the multi year process to develop the Science 
Plan which will be updated every two years.  Steering Committee included representatives from federal, 
state and local agencies as well as public and private interests (agricultural and private research interests).  
Boundary established extending from Estero Bay south to include Naples, Rookery Bay and Ten Thousand 
Islands into the Everglades.  Plan identifies key priority science and information management needs for the 
region’s research and land management community.  The Committee identified a boundary for Big 
Cypress, conducted an inventory of over 200 region research and monitoring projects and planned and 
conducted a series of workshops.  Sixty-three specific research and monitoring projects have been 
identified with cost estimates.  It is hoped to have a Regional Science Coordinator since it was found that 
much progress was made when staff and resources were allocated.  Next steps include briefing the SCT and 
asking them to peer review to the Science Plan before it is released.  Ron Jones commended those who 
worked on this Plan and the input from the stakeholders is a good example of how it should be done.  
Follow-up:  The group was asked to coordinate the projects list with the SCT who will be updating 
the Science Projects List in Volume II of the Strategy in July 2001. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Kevin Burger presented the Working Group Workplan, 2001 Meeting Calendar and Action Issues and Issue 
Team Tracking Charts (Enclosures 15 a, b, c and d).  Bob Doren will provide a full update on the ongoing 
efforts with Newtt.  Bob Doren will be meeting with the SCT to help coordinate the efforts on the Invasive 
Exotic Animals and continue the work done by Carole Goodyear.  No Federal appointments have been 
made to date so the July Task Force meeting will be cancelled.  The Groundbreaking Ceremony for the 
Melaleuca Quarantine Facility will be scheduled in July or August.  Biennial Report is at the printer and 
copies will be provided at the July meeting.  Those individuals requiring a large number of copies were 
asked to notify Kevin Burger. 
 
SW Florida Update 
Mike Savarese reported on the one-day workshop (Enclosure 16) held in SW Florida.  The two primary 
objectives were to discuss the status and priority of restoration and management efforts within four sub-
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regions and to develop a means by which restoration science and management could be coordinated.  
Facilitated discussions were held over the course of a day with over 100 participants.  Four proposed efforts 
were discussed and a follow-on meeting as been scheduled for May 31, 2001.  Kevin Burger stated the 
purpose of the regional forums was to evaluate whether or not the PCT process has worked and where it 
has not.  
 
Dispute Resolution Task Team 
Joan Lawrence noted a small group of the team met on the 11th of May and a follow on meeting will be 
scheduled to reach consensus on the draft recommendations.  An update will be scheduled for the July 
meeting. 
 
Legislative Update 
Rick Smith provided an update (Enclosure 17) on the approximately $51.5 million appropriated for South 
Florida Issues.  The Everglades funding as approved and was controversial.  $75 million was taken out of 
unencumbered balances of Preservation 2000 funds.  There were other water projects funded and the 
Governor’s Office is still awaiting the budget from the Senate and the House.  Senate Bill 1524 provides 
for expedited permits for CERP projects and requires SFWMD to report financial information to the Joint 
Legislative Committee on Everglades Oversight, removes the 2.5 square mile area from the northern 
Lakebelt boundary, accepts the Lake Belt Plan Implementation Committee Report and eliminates the 
Committee.  Senate Bill 1468 (Florida Forever) revises the goals and performance measures for the Florida 
Forever Program which replaced the Preservation 2000 Program effective July 1, 2001.  Those goals are 
intended to ensure that the existing projects under P2000 are completed with the intent of protecting habitat 
and providing better patterns of protection.  Additional information available online www.leg.state.fl.us . 
 
Litigation Update 
Neal McAliley provided an update: 
§ Litigation over Homestead Air Base pending in DC.  The Air Force issued a Supplemental Record of 

Decision on the disposal of surplus property for mixed use development and not for redevelopment as 
a commercial airport.  Two lawsuits filed by Dade County and HABDI and were consolidated.  Court 
denied the motion for preliminary injunction a few weeks ago. 

§ US vs. SFWMD and DEP, original water quality case pending before Judge Hoeveler.  Consent Decree 
entered into in 1992.  A motion filed in 1995 to modify the consent the decree to extend the dates for 
compliance and to incorporate a bigger cleanup program.  Judge Hoeveler granted the motion to amend 
the Consent Decree and has invited additional briefing on whether he should appoint a Special Master 
(technical advisor who may have quasi judicial powers to oversee governmental action with regards to 
the consent decree).  

§ Two lawsuits involving the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow.  First led by the NRDC alleging USACE has 
not done enough to protect sparrow.  Second led by the Miccosukee Tribe alleging the USACE actions 
have gone too far and violated the law.  Hearings have been held before a Federal Magistrate Judge in 
Miami and are awaiting a ruling. 

§ Wildlife Conservation Fund of America vs. Gail Norton is pending in the Middle District of Florida in 
Ft. Myers a challenge by off road vehicle interests who are challenging the Off Road Management 
Plan adopted by the Big Cypress Preserve. 

 
Water Resources Advisory Commission Update 
Frank Finch presented the resolution (Enclosure 18) creating the Commission that will model themselves 
after the Governor’s Commission for A Sustainable South Florida.  Organizational meeting held and the 
second meeting has been scheduled for June 7, 2001 to develop a priority issue list and workplan.  
Membership is comprised of a diverse group who can speak for their respective organizations.  This is an 
opportunity to address and reconcile some of the issues.  Fred Rapach recommended the Working Group 
look at developing a means to communicate with this newly formed Commission.  Richard Harvey there 
will be opportunity for interaction.  Terry Rice suggested figuring out how this body could serve as an 
advisory body similar to the Governor’s Commission. 
 
Museum of Discovery and Science 
Ron Smola presented the Outreach Plan, History and Participant List (Enclosures 19 a, b and c).  Plan 
divided into three phases with Phase I intended to update the museum’s existing environmental education 
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efforts.  Phase II will renovate and enhance the existing Florida eco-scapes exhibits and Phase III will 
create a Florida Environmental Education Center.  Requests have been sent to Working Group members to 
provide funding for this effort. 
 
Outreach and Public Participation Committee 
Thaddeus Hamilton stated a meeting will be scheduled prior to the next meeting.  He asked the Working 
Group members to review the SFCURP package provided at the last meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Steve Forsythe thanked the Working Group for their gift and the social held in his honor.  
 
Sue Alspach asked the Working Group to move forward with the Biscayne Bay Watershed Team.  She 
noted the South Dade Wetlands Project which is a 50,000 acre tract of land that has been on acquisition 
lists for many years.  Funding is currently on hold since it is not clear whether it is in the CERP project 
footprint.  Similarly there may be many other projects that may be affected by CERP.  She suggested the 
Working Group possibly establish an Issue Team to address these other projects that may fall by the 
wayside. 
 
Meeting adjourned 11:50 AM. 
 
Enclosures: 

1. Agenda 
2. Draft March Meeting Minutes 
3. CERP Power Point Presentation 
4. Draft Memorandum of Understanding 
5. Programmatic Regulations 

a. Power Point Presentation 
b. WRDA 2000 excerpt 
c. Process 
d. Guiding Principles 

6. ASR Correspondence Package 
7. Draft ASR Charter 
8. Land Acquisition Team Update and Plan Outline 
9. East Everglades Land Acquisition Plan Update and Pie Chart 
10. Multi-Species Recovery Plan 
11. Biscayne Bay Partnership Initiative Report 

a. Policy Development Committee 
12. Draft Biscayne Bay Partnership Team Charter 
13. University of Florida Article 
14. Region Science Plan for SW Florida’s Big Cypress Basin 
15. Executive Director’s Report 

a. Working Group Workplan 
b. 2001 Meeting Calendar 
c. Action Issues Tracking Chart 
d. Issue Team Tracking Chart 

16. SW Florida Workshop Summary 
17. Legislative Update 
18. SFWMD Resolution 01-22 
19. Museum of Discovery and Science 

a. Outreach Plan 
b. History 
c. Participant List 

http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/Region Science Plan.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/MCC Outreach Plan rev 5-01.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/MCChistoryrev0501.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/may01agenda.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/progregs 05-01.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/Prog Regs Process.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/WG-LATsumm.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/eastevergladeslandacq0501.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/eastevergladespiechart.PDF
http://www.sfrestore.org/wg/wgminutes/2001meetings/may01wgmtg/MERIT-WrkGrp-pres.PDF

